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Lansing, MI.  Mayor Virg Bernero preceded an eager crowd lined up 
outside the Scott Art and Garden Center on Saturday December 1, 2007.  
“You’re going to love it inside,” he said, cutting the ceremonial opening 
ribbon for the 74th annual “Greens 
Market” of the Garden Club of 
Greater Lansing (GCGL).    
 
“The Garden Club has created not  

only a tradition of making beautiful wreaths, swags, and 
arrangements,” Bernero said, “but also a way to fund so 
many important causes that benefit our city.”  

 
Net proceeds from the market support the club’s 
community service activities throughout the 
coming year.  These include educational and 
environmental projects and scholarships, as 
well as materials and support for the city’s 
parks, and neighborhood beautification 

through the Greater Lansing Housing 
Coalition, Habitat for Humanity, and Keep 

Michigan Beautiful.   
 

Each year, for  the past 74 years, this popular event, which traditionally runs for one 
day only from 9:00 am through 1:00 pm, offers hundreds of fresh handmade wreaths, 

swags, boxwood “trees,” garlands, “kissing balls,” and ornamental arrangements to the 
public at low and competitive pricing.  By the end of the first hour, close to three 
quarters of the inventory has been sold.  

All arrangements are hand-cut, designed and 
crafted by garden club members, who donate 
weeks of labor to create them.  Demonstra-
tions were also ongoing throughout the 
market, showing attendees how to make 
swags, bows, and other items of interest, 
after which they can easily purchase the 

parts necessary to make their own.    

 
For information on joining the 
Garden Club, contact Reba 
Torongo, Membership Committee, (517) 484-7371. 

by Marilyn H. Fedewa 
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