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Mayor Virg Bernero praised the Garden Club of Greater Lansing (GCGL) and the city’s 

Parks and Recreation Department for their leadership role in upgrading and beautifying Frances 
Park.  At the GCGL June 11, 2007 meeting, held in the Frances Park pavilion, Bernero 
acknowledged the importance of people taking responsibility for the city they live in, citing also 
the Riverside Neighborhood Association’s role in the improvement project.   
 
“I give them credit for making this project go,” the mayor said.  “It’s been particularly visible to 
me because Frances Park is in my own ‘backyard,’ but I think it sets a great example for all 
partnership efforts like these.”  
 

Michigan State University joined the collaborative 
efforts at the behest of the Friends of Frances 
Park, an official non-profit organization within the 
Garden Club of Greater Lansing.  The Friends 
group challenged 3rd and 4th year students in 
MSU’s department of Landscape Architecture to 
come up with a potpourri of design options for the 
park, for the City’s consideration.  Five teams of 
students stepped forward to create five unique sets 
of improvement themes, ranging from informal to 
colonial.  Students and Friends of Frances Park 

exhibited and explained the different models at 
the meeting, inviting community comments on a 
feedback form.  
 
Special guest speakers included the family of the 
recently deceased Henry Newhouse, the Master 
Gardener who installed the original Rose Garden 
at Frances Park, who met not only with the 
mayor, but also with Frances Park’s current 
gardening staff.  Others in attendance included 
members of the Lansing City Council, the Grand 
Vision Task Force, the city’s Park Board, the 
Lansing Rosarian Society, and residents in 
Moores River                                �����������	
���
�  

� ���������	
�� �������������	�
�	��
��������	�������������	����	�
����
�����������������
��	���	��������	����	��� �!� "	���
����������
#��������
�	
���������	��"�����	������������	�$
	�� ��	��	�%��
�
�

���
�
��������	�������� �
&	� ��	��������'���()�������������
�����"�����	"*
��"��	��+��������	��,	
"������������ �	
���#�����%�



 
 
 
Neighborhood Association. 
 
Following a period of community input between now and the fall, the Lansing Parks and 
Recreation Department will evaluate all the options for Frances Park, and will begin to assemble 
a multi-year Master Plan for the park, based on the feasibility of cost, maintain-ability, 
accessibility, environmental and safety issues, ingress/egress, and fund-raising opportunities. 

 
Friends of Frances Park is an official non-profit 
organization within GCGL.  In partnership with the City 
of Lansing, it is dedicated to the upkeep and 
beautification of Frances Park.  GCGL is a service 
organization working to promote environmental and 
civic responsibility through the advancement of 
gardening and landscape design, and providing 
horticultural, educational and networking resources to its 
membership and the community at large. 
 
The Garden Club of Greater Lansing was organized in 
1931 as the Lansing branch of the Women’s National 
Farm and Garden Club.  It joined the Federated Garden 
Clubs of Michigan, Inc., in 1933.  As such, it is a member 

of Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc., and National Garden Clubs, Inc.   
 
Among its many activities, GCGL has 
significantly advanced Lansing’s beautification, 
including its public parks and grounds at the 
Capitol Area District Library, Potter Park Zoo 
Gardens, Hawk Island Park, Scott Center, Grand 
Woods Park, Fenner Nature Center, Beekman 
Center and the Monet Bridge at MSU’s 
Children’s Garden.  GCGL regularly enhances 
the Capitol City’s neighborhoods by contributing 
garden pots, plants and materials for community 
gardens, neighborhood entrances and dividers, 

including low-income housing areas in 
conjunction with the Greater Lansing Housing 
Coalition.   
 
For information on joining the Garden Club of Greater Lansing contact Reba Torongo, 
Membership Committee, through Marilyn Fedewa as listed below. 

 
Contact Information: 

Marilyn H. Fedewa 
Friends of Frances Park 

1474 Cambridge Rd., Lansing 48911 
cambridgeconnections AT comcast DOT net 
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